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Serenity, Gladnefs, and good Humour. It is very 
pleafant to the Palate, and may be taken without 
the Knowledge of the moft intimate Friend, Ac- 
“¢ quaintance, or Bedfellow. To be had only of the 
* Inventor himfelf, Doctor ROBE RT KING, (who 
has obtained a Patent for the /o/e vending thereof ) 
*‘ at his own Houfe over againft Arlington-freet in 
“* Piccadilly; where he is to be advifed with, in thefe 
Diftempers, every Morning from Eigh+ till Twelve, 
‘ and at no other Times, unlefs it be upon very ex- 
traordinary Occafions. 


N.B. Any Perfon, by applying to the Doktor, at the 
Place aforefaid, may be farther fatisfied of the Virtues 
of this excellent Medicine, and of feveral great Cures 
which it has perform'd, with the Names of Perfons, 
suho are ready to teftify the Truth of them, and Direc- 
tions where they may be fpoken with. A 
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N° 4. Friday, December 16.. 





Res nova & infueta, fupplicia de hudiis fumi. Bono 
hercule publico, iffa in panas ingeniofa crudelitas 
pot Ciceronem inventa eft. Qu id enin futuram fuit, 
fi Triumviris /iduiffet ingen:um Ciceronis frofcri- 
bere ? Dii melius, quod eo feculo ifta ingeniorum 
Jupplicia ceperunt, quo &S ingenia deficrunt. 











MPA AVING endeavoured, in a former Pa- 
> Ee per, to flate the true Nature and pro- 
d “Giy Der Extent of the Lib rty of the Prefis 

B42 or the Freedom of {peaking and publifh- 


‘ ¢ 
ing our Thoughts; 1 fhall now proceed, 
in the fame fuccinét Manner, to prove 
ty, as is there defined, has been a- 
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greeable to the Sentiments and Prattices of all great 
and good Men in every Age and every Nation. 

The Holy Scriptures, which are not only the moft 
authentichk, but alfo the moft ancient Writings now 
extant in the World, abound with Inftances, where 
the utmoft Freedom is ufed in chaftifing the Vices 
and Iniquities of thofe Times. It is the immediate 
Direétion of God himfelf to one of his Prophets, so 
ery aloud, and {pare not; to lift up bis Voice like a 
Trumpet, and foes bis People their Tranfgreffions, 
aud the Houfe of Jacob their Sins. 

The Gracians were fo far from having any Notion 
of reftraining the Freedim of Speech on any Occafions, 
that they feem to have allowed an unjuftifiable Lati- 
tude, and even Licentioufnefs in their publick De- 
bates ; as might be amply proved from the Writings 
of that great Father of Oratory Demo/thenes himfelf 5 
who, in many Paflages of his Phi/ippick Orations, de- 
fcends to fuch Appellations and Forms of Expreffion, 
as would be efteem’d, in this Age, meer Bi/lin/zate 
and Scurrility. The coarfe Language, which Homer 
puts into the Mouths of his favourite Herces, and 
fometimes even of his Gods themfelves, is a full Con- 
firmation of the Liberty of thofe Times; which I 
thall not therefore endeavour to prove any farther in 
this place, becaufe it will be mentioned hereafter 
with more Propriety, and the Sanction of much bet- 
ter Authority than mine. 

If we come to the Roman:, we fhal] find them in 
the full Poffeffion of this Liser‘y for feveral Ages ; 
which they enjoy’d not only in Theory and Specula- 
tion, but in Praétice and Reality; not only the Ap- 
Ppearance and outward Shew of it, but the Subftance 
and the Thing itfelf, in its full Extent, without any 
Limitations orReftrictions ; without any of thofe Clogs 
and Refinements, which are the Inventions of later 
Times. I fay they enjoyed it for feveral Ages ; be- 
eaufe. when Corruption, Luxury, and Libertinifm be 
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gan to prevail amongft them, they alfo loft it ; which 
was the Forerunner, as it conftantly will be in every 
Government, of the Subverfion of their Conftitution,. 
and the Lofs of all their other Liberties. 

We are informed by Tacitus, that Auguffus was 
the firft Perfon in Rome, who took Cognizance of 


Jeandalous Libels, under colour, and by a forced’ con- 


ftruction of the Lex Majeftctis ; being prevoked to 
this Method of Proceeding by the licentious Behaviour 
of Caffius Severus, who had traduced feveral illuftri- 
ous Perfons, of both Sexes, in his fatirical Writings ; 
and that afterwards Tiderius fell into the fame Praéti- 
ces ; exafperated, in like manner, by fome Lampoons, 
which were publithed againft his Pride and Cruelty, 
by unknown Authors. 

This Lex Majeftatis was a fort of Law againft 
High Treafon 3 which, Tacitus obferves, bore the fame 
Title in former Times; but ti! it was then put in 
Execution againft other kind 0: Offences, fuch as be- 
traying the Army, fowing Sedition, or leffening the 
Majefty of the Roman People by Male-Adminiftration. 
AGtions, {ays he, were condemn’d, but Words went un- 
punifbed. 

From hence we may perceive the evil Confequen- 
ces of bad Precedents, and the Danger of departing, in 
any Degree, from the original Intention of Pena/ Sta- 
tutes ; for this Procedure of Auguffus, in ftraining a 
Law, which was defign’d only againit Aions, to the 
Punifhment even of the wor/t kind of Writings, paved 
the way for his next Succeffor to profecute the moft 
innocent Books, and deftroy entirely that juf Liderty, 
which is the greateft Blefling of a free People. 

As this Method of condemning Books and punifh- 
ing Authors became a frequent Practice in fucceeding 
Reigns, fo it gave Birth to that beautiful Refleétion of 
Seneca, which I have chofen for my Motto to this 
Paper, and may be tranflated, for the Ufe of my Eng- 
Jifo Readers, in this Manner. The Punifbment of 
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learned Men, fays he, was a new and unufual Thing. 
Happy was it for the Publick, that thefe cruel Penalties 
upon Learning were invented after Tully’s Death 3 for 
what would have been the Confequence, if the Trium- 
virate had thought fit to banifo the Works of Cicero? 
The Gods more wifely ordained, that fuch Methods of 
punijbing ingenious Men fhould begin in that Age, 
when Genius it/elf fhould ceafe in the World. 

If we defcend to later Ages, we fhall conftantly ob- 
ferve, upon a ftriét Review of the Hiftories of all Na- 
tions, that Liderty in general has always flourifhed in 
the greateft Perfection, where the Liberty of Wri- 
ting has been moft encouraged ; and when this Free- 
dom declines by any Checks put upon the Pre/s, that 
Tyranny and Servitude increafe in Proportion ; for 
which Reafon, thofe Perfons who, in any. Age, have 
been the Patrons of Popular Liberty, have always been 
the Champions of the Freedom of the Prefs; which 
was never reftrained but in order to ferve fome bad 
Defign, in wicked Reigns, or under corrupt Admini- 
ftrations, 

What glorious Complaints and Remonftrances did 
our Forefathers make againft the cruel and arbitrary 
Proceedings of the Star-Chamber and High-Commiffion 
Courts ? How did the Whigs of old exclaim againft, 
feveral Profecutions in the Reigns of King Char/es and 
King Sames the Second ? Who has not heard of the 
great Mr. Sydney's Cafe ? And who, that has the leaft 
notion of Liderty, does not abhor the Proceedings a- 
gainft him? which feem to be of the fame nature 
with thofe fet on foot under Auguflus and Tiberius, 
by conftruing private Writings into Overt-ads, and 
punifhing them by the Laws againft High Treafon. 
Scribere eff agere, will always be efteem’d, by Men 
of Senfe and Probity, as a moft unjuft, arbitrary and 
tyrannical Interpretation. 

But, to come yet nearer to our own times, and to 
Inftances, which almoft every Man living may re- 
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member. —-—- How ftrenuoufly did the whole Body 
of Whigs contend for the Liberty of the Prefs at the 
latter end of the late Reign? And how boldly did 
they put it in Praétice? What a Jo/d ftand did Sir 
Richard Steele make againft the Proceedings of thofe 
Times, in his political Writings? With what unufual 
Freedom were the Charaéters arid Conduét of the 
greateft Perfons fet forth in the Medley and High- 
German Doftor? And what a multitude of Books, 
Pamphlets. 2nd Papers, to the fame purpofe, were 
publifhed at that junéture? Every Body knows who 
were the Patrons and Encouragers of thofe Writings; 
and who have fince rewarded the Authors of them 5 
which, however difguifed under Fad/e and Allegory, 
would not have efcaped in fome Reigns. But I muft 
do the Perfons then in Power the juftice to own, 
that they generally fuffered thefe Writings to be pub- 
lithed with Impunity, and contented themfelves with 
applying Argument to Argument, and anfwering one 
piece of Wit or Satire with another. The only in- 
ftances of any Severity, which we meet with, are 
burning the Bifhop of St. 4/aph’s immortal Preface, 
and expelling SirRichard Steele out of theHou/e of Com- 
mons; but we meet with no grievous Imprifon- 
ments, no expenfive Profecutions, or burthenfome 
Fines, in the Hiftory of that Adminiftration. 

In the Cafe of Sir Richard Steele, I obferve with 
pleafure fome of the greate/# Names now in the 
Kingdom, who appear on the Lift of his Friends as 
publick Affertors of the Liberty of Writing, by vot- 
ing with the Minority againft his Expul/on. 

The prefent moft excellent Bithop of Sarum has 
been, for many Years, a zealous Advocate for the 
Freedom of Debate and Liberty of writing on all 
Subjeéts, both religious and political and has not 
only exercifed it himfelf, in the moft unwearied 
manner, for the Service of his Country, but has con- 

ntly pleaded for the fame Right in others, and - 
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I doubt not, refume this glorious Topick, when ever 
there is a proper Occafion. 

We are, at prefent, inno danger of feeing it a- 
bridged. Thofe at the Helm were Friends to this 
Privilege defore they were in Power, and have done 
nothing /ince to make them afraid of it. But if any 
Minifter for the future, either in this or any other 
Nation, fhould attempt to deftroy it by indireét Me- 
thods of punifhing Writers, I fhall offer only one 
Argument to difluade Him from it, viz. that it is 
not his IJnteref#; for let Him punifh an Author 
ever fo feverely, it will in no meafure depreciate his 
Writings, but on the contrary add to their Value, 
and give them more Authority. Befides, a Man, who 
has determined to facrifice his Intereft fo far as to 
write againft Men in Power, ought to have Refolu- 
tion enough to fuffer any unjuft Punifhment, which 
They can infli&. It becomes only the awkward Poli- 
ticks of Monks and Pedants, to think of fupprefling 
Truth and difcrediting a Man’s Writings, or deter- 
ring an Author, confcious of his Innocence, from pro- 
ceeding in his Studies, by arbitrary Penalties, Cen- 
fures and Prohibitions. I cannot illuftrate this Point 
better, nor conclude this Subje& more properly, than 
by a Paflage out of the Roman Hiftory, as it is re- 
corded by the fame excellent Writer before-mentioned, 
in the Life of Tiserius. 

He tells us, ** That, in the Confulthip of Cornelius 
Coffus and Afinius Agrippa, Cremutius Cordus was 
indiéted for a new and til] then unheard-of Crime, 
viz. that in fome Annals, which be bad publifed, 
he had fpoken in praife of Marcus Brutus, and /aid 
that Caius Caffius was the Last Roman. Satrius 
Secundus and Pinarius Natta, two Creatures of 
** Sejanus, were his Accufers ; which was a bad Omen 
* to the Criminal ; and befides, the Emperor himfelf 
* heard his Defence with a wrathful Countenance ; 
* which Cremutius, having given over all hopes of 
* Life, began in this Manner. F a- 
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FaTHERS, 


M' Words only are called in Queftion; which 
u 


is a certain Sign that my 4ions are innocent. 

t neither do my Words relate cither to the Em- 
peror, OF the Emperor’s Mother, and therefore not 
within the Law of High — I am charged 
with having fpoken in commendation of Brutus and 
Caffius ; whofe Actions a multitude‘of Authors have 
related, and none of them have mentioned without 
Honour. Livy, the moft famous of all Hiftorians, 
both for Eloquence and Veracity, extoll’d Pompey in 
fo lofty a Manner, that Auguffus ufed to call him 
Pompeianus ; nor was this any Bar to their future 
Friendfhip. He nowhere mentions Scipio and Afra- 
nius, nor even this very Cafius and Brutus as Robbers 
and Parricides, which are now grown fafhionable 
Terms ; but often gives them the Title of great and 
eminent Men. The Writings of Afnins Pollio make 
worthy mention of the fame Perfons; and Mefala 
Corvinus called Caffius his General ; yet both of Thefe 
flourifhed in Wealth and Honours. In what other 
Manner did Ce/ar, when Difator, treat that Book 
of Cicero, in which he makes Cato equal to the Gods, 
but by endeavouring to an/wer it in an Oration, and 
appealing to the World for the Juftice of his Caufe? 
The Letters of Antony, and the Speeches of Brutus 
contain a great many bitter and undeferved Re- 
proaches upon Auguffus. The Verfes of Bibaculus 
and Catullus, which are ftuffed with Reflections upon 
the Ce/ars, are ftill read. But even divine Fulivs 
and Auguftus themfelves fuffered thefe things, and paft 
them over with Impunity ; whether more out of 
Moderation or Prudence, 1s not eafy to determine ; 
for fuch things die of themfelves, when defpifed ; 
whereas Refentment is a tacit Confeffion of Guilt. I 
fhall not mention the Grecians 3 amongft whom not 
only Liderty, but even Licentiou/ne/s met with In- 
demnity ; 
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demnity ; or, if any one took Offence at it, he re- 
venged Words with Words only. But it was always 
more particularly allowable for any Man to {peak 
with the utmoft freedom of Thofe, whom Death had 
exempted from the Power either of Hatred or Favour. 
Do I endeavour, by my Writings, to ftir up the Peo- 
ple to Sedition and Civil War, whilft Brutus and 
Cafius are atually in Arms and encamped on the 
Plains of Philippi? Or ‘have they not been dead a- 
bove thefe feventy Years; fo that they are known on- 
ly by their Statues, which even the-Conqueror has not 
defaced ; or by that faint Refemblance, which is to be 
found in the Works of Hiftorians ? Pofterity gives to 
every Man the Praife which he deferves ; nor will there 
be wanting Thofe, who, if I am condemned, will not 
only remember Brutws and Caffus, but Me alfo? 

«« Having finifhed his Speech, he went out of the 
«« Senate, and put an End to his Life by 4+/finence. 
«* The Fathers ordered his Books to be durnt by the 
«* AEdiles ; notwithftanding which, they remained 
“‘ in private Hands, and were fecretly difperfed. 
«« From whence, /ays the Hiftorian, we may judge 
‘* of the ridiculous Folly of Thofe, who imagine, by 
“* prefent Power, to extinguifh even the Memory of 
** fucceeding Ages; whereas, on the contrary, the 
“* Profecution of ingenious Books gives them greater 
“« Authority; nor have either foreign Tyrants, or 
«« Thofe, who have exercifed the fame kind of Seve- 
«* rity amongft us, gain’d any thing but J2/amy to 
“** Themfelves, and Glory to Thefe, whom they have 


“ punifbed. D. 
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